Massimo Guerrera

March 12 – April 30, 2016
Opening :
Saturday, March 12, 2016, 4-6 pm

Un moment donné
(entre la galerie et la maison)

To make an appointment with the artist,
contact us : (514) 875-2323

Painting, sculpture, installation, performance

Massimo Guerrera is interested in what comes of
his encounters with others in various contexts,
whether that is in the entrepreneurial world
(Polyco), in the context of one's home (Porus), or
in the exhibition space (Darboral). For his recent
series La réunion des pratiques, which began in
2007, he reflects on what occurs during the
different steps involved in setting up an
exhibition.
In the exhibition Un moment donné (entre la
galerie et la maison), Guerrera explores the
trajectory of the work, from its creation to its
distribution. In an unprecedented way, he invites
the public to make appointments for encounters
in his studio/home, or behind the scenes at the
Gallery.
The artist is available on Tuesdays, at 12pm,
1:30pm, and 3pm at the Gallery, as well as on
Thursdays, at 12pm, 1:30 pm, and 3pm at the
artist's studio.

Massimo Guerrera
Cosmologie interne 3 (La réunion des pratiques) (2014-2016)
Graphite pencil, ink, acrylic, paper mounted on canvas

To make an appointment with the artist, please
call us at (514) 875-2323. Maximum of 3
participants per appointment.

Biographie
Massimo Guerrera is a multidisciplinary artist who lives and works in Montréal.
Guerrera won the Ozias Leduc award (2001) and Louis-Comtois award (2008); he was also a finalist for the Sobey Art award (2004).
His works have been presented in numerous solo exhibitions, most notably at The Invisible Dog Art Center, New York (2013), Fonderie
Darling, Montréal (2008); Dunlop Art Gallery, Régina, Saskatchewan (2007); Verge Gallery, Vancouver (2004); Mercer Union, Toronto
(2003); Musée National des Beaux-Arts du Québec, Québec (2002) et Kitchener-Waterloo Art Gallery, Kitchener – Waterloo (2001).
His work has also been included in numerous group exhibitions, including in the Mois de la Photo de Montréal (2011); La Triennale
québécoise, Musée d’art contemporain de Montréal (2010); Biennale of Liverpool, Liverpool (2010); APC-Musée d’art contemporain,
Bordeaux, France (2005); Leonard & Bina Ellen Gallery, Concordia University, Montréal (1999).
Massimo Guerrera’s artworks are part of many corporate and private collections in Canada, the United States, France, Italy, Switzerland, and
Brasil. In Canada his works can be found at the Musée des Beaux-Arts du Canada, the Musée National des Beaux-Arts du Québec, the
Musée des beaux-arts de Montréal, the Musée d’art contemporain de Montréal, at the Banque d’œuvres d’art du Canada, at the Caisse
Desjardins, at Hydro Québec and in the Loto Québec Collection and the Giverny Capital Collection.
Massimo Guerrera is represented by Joyce Yahouda Gallery.

Gallery opening hours: Thurs.-Sat. from 12pm to 5pm and by appointment / Office hours: Tues.-Sat. from 10:30am to 6pm

"For several years now and throughout numerous projects, Massimo Guerrera has been
exploring the permeability between oneself and others, as well as the relationship that humans
have with time, his meditations creating a rhythm which dictates the work. Conducting an
introspection on the concept of the artist creating in isolation in his studio, he comes to question
the delicate balance that artists maintain between the act of making, immaterial matter, and the
materiality of the artworks.
Relational, contextual, in situ, altering… some of the many characteristics which can be
attributed to Guerrera’s artworks, but cannot fully describe his process. Although the space
chosen to present his artworks is within a gallery environment, Guerrera’s exhibitions resemble
mises en espace- or a staging- of visual objects. Developed versions of the installations bring
together a great diversity of elements- from human beings performing actions, to texts,
materials, and objects, sometimes found, modified, created, using various techniques (including
painting, drawing, digital prints, modeling, etc.). Often these objects are created single handedly
by Guerrera, but can also result from a collaboration between him and a viewer who agreed to
participate.
These mises en espaces are part of a systemic approach, even holistic, whose process is a
copy and paste from complex corporate structures. The artist encourages the viewer to focus
their attention outside his/her area of expertise, in order to include themselves, too, in the
creative process. For Guerrera, interactivity is a fundamental organizational principle activating
the purpose of the relationship between one another.
In the exhibition presented here, Guerrera and the participating viewers schedule a session in
the goal of sharing a moment together. During the process of the actual encounter, the
participants remain attentive to one another, and a real exchange occurs between two people.
Actions which they take together result in objects, traces, which can now be added to the
environment, causing an evolution of the scene. These modifications lead to a new state, a new
portrait of the given time and moment.
The space-time signified by the part of the title Entre la galerie et la maison ("between the
gallery and the house"), which can also be understood as "between the gallery and the studio",
refers to a path or a route. The interstice between the confines of the public and professional
space, the gallery, and the intimate confines of one’s house, are the limits from which Guerrera
breaks free."
Translated text by Christiane Baillargeon
Biography of the author
Multidisciplinary artist, Christiane Baillargeon has a Master’s degree in sculpture from the Parsons School of Art and
Design of New York, and has a Bachelor’s degree in French studies and art history from the Université de Montréal.
She has recently begun her PhD project in artistic studies and practices at UQAM. She explores many techniques
and disciplines, merging performance, installation, sculpture, scenography, drawing, painting, digital drawing, and
engraving. Recipient of many awards, she has shown her artwork in several solo and group exhibitions in Québec,
Alberta and in western provinces, New-Brunswick and in Maritime provinces, in New York, and in Europe.
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